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Welcome to our exciting 15th season, which includes a variety of great entertainment at an exceptional value! Remember, this is only possible because of the important 
partnerships within our community — Friends of the Theatre, business sponsors, and the school district. We invite you to enjoy this season and all that it has to offer!

All performances begin at 7:30 p.m. on Saturdays, except for Derik Nelson & Family on Friday, November 15, 2019 and The Britins, “A Tribute to The Beatles” on Friday, 
May 8, 2020 at the Barry J. Houglum Auditorium, Ulen, Minnesota.

In the event a performance is cancelled due to inclement weather or other unforeseen circumstances, Top Hat Theatre will make every effort to reschedule the 
performance. However, we can make no guarantees due to booking schedules of performers. If the weather is questionable, please check Top Hat Theatre’s Facebook 
page or call 218-596-8262 for a recorded message. You can also sign up on Top Hat Theatre’s website www.thetophattheatre.com to receive direct email message 
updates.

Season Tickets in Person
Season tickets are available at the Ulen-Hitterdal School office, Northwestern Bank in Ulen, and State Bank of Lake Park in Hitterdal. Cost is $75 for an individual ticket 
and $160 for a family (2 adults and 2 students; add $5 for each additional student). 

Season Tickets by Mail
Send check to Ulen-Hitterdal School, PO Box 389, Ulen, MN 56585 (see form on 
pg. 7). You can either pick up opening night, or pay $2 mailing fee.

Single Performance Tickets
($18 adult, $10 student) Tickets are available in the school office, or they may be 
reserved by calling 218-596-8853 or by email to Therese Vogel at
tophat@ulenhitterdal.k12.mn.us, and then picked up at the door the night of the 
show. They may also be ordered by credit card through Top Hat Theatre’s website: 
www.thetophattheatre.com with no extra fees. Tickets will also be sold at the door 
unless a performance sells out.
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Derik Nelson & Family deliver a concert experience like no other, featuring pristine sound, 
a state-of-the-art light show and an integrated 20-foot video display. Derik’s interactive 
“clones” are featured throughout the show on the five-screen video wall. The multiple 
Derik clones paint an expansive wall of sound of limitless sonic possibilities by each 
playing many different instruments. This innovative technical marvel uses the latest in 
audio/video technology to take audiences on an aural and visual journey through time, 
space, and an impressive array of landscapes, weather conditions and musical settings.

The program is composed of 
original music written by award-
winning songwriter Derik Nelson, 
as well as a range of material 
spanning multiple decades and 
genres, including The Eagles, 
Michael Jackson, James Taylor, 
classics from the 1930s and 1940s, 
and more—all with the signature 
three-part sibling harmony sound 
that has made Derik Nelson & 
Family an audience favorite in 
over 100 concert venues across the 
country. www.deriknelson.com

Derik Nelson & Family

Friday, November 15, 2019

When Judy Garland was 
two-and-a-half years old, 
she made her stage debut 
at her father’s movie theater 
in Grand Rapids, Minnesota. 
This show tells the story of a 
vaudevillian, movie star and 
concert performer through 
stories and music. Featuring 
songs (many written for 
her) by Ira Gershwin, Harold 
Arlen, Johnny Mercer and 
others, this concert features 
singer Maud Hixson and her 
trio.
www.maudhixson.com

Maud Hixson & Trio

October 12, 2019

- Judy Garland: A Star Is Born in Minnesota



4

Singer/songwriter Chris Koza is an internationally recognized artist who has released a 
dozen albums over the past several years. He performs regularly as a solo artist and with 
his band, Rogue Valley, at top Twin Cities venues. The music Chris produces is rooted in 
Americana but heeds its own spirit. Born out of folk, country, storytelling and rock ’n’ roll, 
Chris’s music both honors and builds on American traditions by incorporating a unique 
pop-music sensibility, subtle synthesizers, rich harmonies and imaginative production 
choices. But despite late-night deep dives in 
the studio, Chris never strays from the core 
of the song itself and isn’t afraid to let a raw 
vocal and woodsy acoustic guitar deliver the 
story.
www.chriskoza.com

Chris Koza & Band
January 11, 2020

“At Christmas”

– Mick Sterling & Band 

December 7, 2019

These activities are made 
possible in part by a grant 
provided by the Minnesota 
State Arts Board through an 

appropriation by the Minnesota 
State Legislature from the 

State’s general fund and its 
arts and cultural heritage fund 
with money from the vote of 
the people of Minnesota on 

November 4, 2008.

“At Christmas” is a unique show that blends family-fueled comedy with a six-piece band 
and one of the Twin Cities’ favorite front men, Mick Sterling. The comedy is written and 
performed by three Dudley Riggs Brave New Workshop alumni: Shanan Custer, Michelle 
Cassioppi Guertin and Jim Robinson. Brave New Workshop’s Peter Guertin provides musical 
direction. Suitable for all ages, the show captures the humor, poignancy and heart-warming 
qualities inherent in the holiday season. www.atchristmaslive.com
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The Looney Lutherans share tips from their (fictional) cookbook and lifestyle guide: “Use 
Your Food. A guide to healthy living inside and out. From our kitchen to yours. Eat like a 
Lutheran!” Using items from your very own home, you can have a healthy body, a healthy 
mind, and a healthy heart, the Lutheran way. Segments include the Lutheran “food wheel” 
(all roads lead to hotdish), a Lutheran rap (“Eat Like a Lutheran”), and Lutheran beauty 
tips. Audience members may also be invited on stage to help demonstrate a Lutheran 
exercise routine using dishtowels, or to compete for cans of corn in the fast-paced game show 
POTLUCK. By the way, you don’t have to be Lutheran to love it! www.looneylutherans.com

The Looney Lutherans 
February 1, 2020

The Cat’s Pajamas brings high-energy to a whole new level! These guys don’t need 
instruments; they create thousands of sounds using only their world-class voices! Together 
they create the full sound of a band, bringing a modern a cappella twist to their selection 
of chart-topping, timeless hits spanning the last 60 years. These dashing vocalists will wow 
you with their skills, woo you with their charm, and win you over with their showmanship. 
Experience the group the judges on NBC’s The Sing-Off applauded for their “pitch-perfect” 
performance and polished professionalism. Find out why these guys are The Cat’s Pajamas! 
www.vocalmeow.com

The Cat’s Pajamas 
March 14, 2020– A Cappella
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- A Tribute to The Beatles

On February 9, 1964, America was introduced to a phenomenon that would ultimately 
change rock-and-roll forever. That group was called The Beatles. Milwaukee’s very own The 
Britins recreate the era that influenced so many top groups and artists of today.

Join The Britins as they play hits from the Fab Four, from Love Me Do to Let It Be. Follow 
along on a Magical Mystery Tour of sights and sounds through that remarkable era of the 
1960s, recreated with authentic Beatles gear and costumes. www.thebritins.com

The Britins 
Friday, May 8, 2020

Check out Top Hat Theatre’s Facebook page throughout the season 
for updates, performer photos and weather information.



Season Tickets Available Through November 15, 2019
Mail Ticket Order Form

______individual season @ $75 each $__________

______family season @ $160  $__________

$2 mailing fee (or pick up at the door) $__________

                  Total Enclosed  $__________

Name ______________________________

Address ______________________________

Phone ______________________________

Email  ______________________________

Become a “Friend of the Theatre”
An annual contribution is an important way for you to show your support of the arts in our community and 
to contribute to the experiences that have been close to your heart.  Consider making a donation.  Please 
complete the membership form below and return with your donation.

If you or your business or a combination of businesses would like to sponsor a specific show at a higher level, 
please contact Therese! We would have other business recognition ideas available.

Soloist Chorus Director Producer Corporate
Benefits of Membership: $25-$49 $50-$99 $100-$199 $200-$499 $500 & Over
Tax-Deductible Donation x x x x x
Name on Plaque x x x x
Name in Program x x small x large
Two Single Complimentary Tickets x x x
Two Season Tickets x

Soloist Chorus Director Producer Corporate
$25-$49 $50-$99 $100-$199 $200-$499 $500 & Over

Friend of the Theatre
2019-2020 Membership Form

Yes, I/we wish to support the Top Hat Theatre.

Name ________________ Address  _________________  

City________________  State ________  Zip  _________

Telephone ______________  Email  _________________

How would you like your program listing to read?

_________________________________
_____I/we do not wish to be listed on programs.

Please make checks payable to 
Ulen-Hitterdal School and mail 
or drop off to

Ulen-Hitterdal School
Attention: Top Hat Theatre

P.O. Box 389
Ulen, MN 56585

Thank you for your support!

Please indicate your level of support below.  Please check one.
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